Universiti Teknologi MARA

A STUDY OF READING HABITS AND
INTERESTS AMONG SECONDARY SCHOOL
STUDENTS IN SMK KUALA TELEMONG,
HULU TERENGGANU, TERENGGANU.

Siti Normala Muhamad

Thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements
for the degree of
Master of Education TESL
Faculty of Education

April 2006



DECLARATION

| hereby declare that this dissertation is my own work except where otherwise

stated and has not been submitted for any other award in any other institution

&

DATE :26 APRIL 2006 SITI NORMALA BINTI MUHAMAD
2003369165

PENGAKUAN

Saya akui karya ini adalah hasil karya saya sendiri kecuali nukilan dan

ringkasan yang tiap satunya telah saya nyatakan sumbernya.

TARIKH :26 APRIL 2006 SITI NORMALA BINTI MUHAMAD
2003369165




ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

To my esteemed supervisor Associate Professor Hj. Mak Som
Sarakan, my sincere thanks for your professional guidance and kind

encouragement in the researching and writing of this dissertation.

To my lecturers; Associate Professor Dr. Abu Bakar Hj Ibrahim, Dr.
Richard Holmes, Associate Professor Dr. Fatimah Dinna Tan Sri Mohd Din
and Dr. Faizah Mohamad, my sincerest gratitude for giving me the time, the

space and the guidance | needed to complete this dissertation.

To all my fellow course-mates of Med TESL class; Dzaki, Faizal,
Jailani, Mansor, Zakaria, Zakawi, Aminah, Azah, Aziah, Azlinda, Faizah,
Hawa, Liza, Nik, Nor Arbaiyah, Razita, Salbita, Salihah, Zaemah, Zaini,
Zainab, Zakiah & Zaliha, my heartfelt thanks for their friendship and advice
throughout my study.

To Madam Jeyamaiila Veeravagu, my grateful for sharing her expertise

and experience in English Language.

To the administrators of SMK Kuala Telemong, my sincere
appreciation for giving the permission to carry out the research. | would also
like to thank the student from Form 5 ljtihad, Form 3 ljtihad, Form 3 Intelek,
and Form 3 limiah of SMK Kuala Telemong for their co-operation and
involvement in my study.

¥

To my understanding husband Anuaal Abdul Jalil, for being there. His

perseverance has been invaluable and his patience extraordinary. Without

your support, this would not have been possible.

To my beloved children, Abdul Mujib and Amir Muaz, who are yet to
see the significance of your sacrifices. How, | had, at trying times, ignored



your needs for my full attention for this work has taken precedence over

everything else in our life.

To my dearest parents, Hj Muhamad bin Ngah and Hjh Siah binti
Awang, my loving thanks for their endless prayers of success. Without you, |

would have not been here.

To my respected mother in-law Pn Normah Ismail, my special grateful

for her spiritual support in my times of need.

To Almighty God; Allah is The Creator and The Sustainer of the whole
universe, my prayers and grateful belong to You for giving me the patience,

strength and confidence in my ability to succeed in my academic endeavor.

Siti Normala Binti Muhamad
26 APRIL 2006



ABSTRACT

The primary purpose of this investigation was to examine and gain an
insight into the respondents’ reactions towards reading habits, the use of
library in SMK Kuala Telemong and to determine students’ interests or
preferences in reading. A set of questionnaire was used to gather the data
which were carefully tabulated and analyzed. The research was conducted on
100 students in Form 3 and Form 5 at SMK Kuala Telemong (SMK Kuala
Telemong) in Hulu Terengganu. The results indicated that 33.0% of the
respondents read regularly outside school hours but their reading tended to
be confined mainly to textbooks. With regards to non-textbook reading, there
was the preference of reading non-fiction over fiction materials. Reading,
therefore, is undertaken mainly for acquiring knowledge or for studying
purposes. Recreational reading of fiction materials is mostly confined to
reading the newspapers. The findings also showed that the 96.0% of the
respondents preferred to read more in Bahasa Malayu than English. It is
hoped that the outcomes of this study‘will be beneficial to the teachers in
assisting their students to inculcate reading habits. Furthermore, it is hoped
that the finding will lead to the development of suitable reading materials
especially among students. This will go a long way in nurturing and fostering
the reading habits and interests of the students. It is also hoped that this study
will stimulate further in-depth studies which will help to improve the reading
habits and interests in SMK Kuala Telemong particularly and Terengganu
generally.
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